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Canadian Women 
Taking Action 
to Make a Difference! 


From March 6 to 12, 2000, Canada will celebrate International Women’s Week, with the highlight 
being International Women’s Day on March 8. The theme for this year’s International Women's Day/Week 
is Canadian Women taking Action to Make a Difference! This theme was chosen to 
highlight the important role women’s organizations play in improving women’s standard of living at 
the local, regional, national and international levels. Women’s organizations have traditionally played 
an important role in influencing the development of government policy that advances gender 
equality in all aspects of Canadian life. 


This year, Status of Women Canada (SWC) is highlighting the initiatives and accomplishments of 
women’s organizations across the country in the struggle against violence and poverty, two priority 
issues for me as Secretary of State (Status of Women), which also tie in with the major themes of the 
World March of Women in the Year 2000. The March is a popular education campaign and global 
mobilization event initiated here in Canada that will be officially launched on March 8, 2000. This 
unifying project is a perfect example of women taking action to effect change. The leadership of 
women in organizing this initiative is a source of pride for Canada. It reinforces Canada’s influence 
on the international scene in the area of human nghts. 


I invite you to take the opportunity during International Women's Week, or on International Women’s Day, 
to celebrate the contributions of women's 
organizations and of all women, and to 
reflect on the challenges that remain before 
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Canadian Women Taking Action to Make a Difterence! 


What is International Women’s Day/ Week? 


Every year on March 8, millions of women and men around the world celebrate International Women’s Day. This day 
is an ideal opportunity to reflect the progress made to advance women’s equality, to assess the challenges facing 
women in contemporary society and to look at ways to improve life conditions, to demand their rights and, of 
course, to celebrate the gains made. 


Women on all continents often divided by ethnic, linguistic, cultural, economic and political differences come 
together to celebrate International Women’s Day. It is a celebration of ordinary women as makers of history. Rallies, 
marches, fairs, receptions, shows, films and debates are held around the world to celebrate the achievements for 
women’s equality. 


When did it start? 


Toward the end of the 19" Century and the beginning of the 20" Century, a movement of women struggling for 
better working conditions and recognition of their fundamental rights, including the right to vote, emerged in North 
America and Europe. 


Notwithstanding differing views as to its origin, a number of historians believe that International Women's Day 
emanates from labour strikes of female textile workers on March 8, in both 1857 and 1908, to protest against poor 
working conditions in New York City. However, the first official reference to International Women’s Day can be 
traced to a demonstration for women’s suffrage organized by the National Association of Socialist Women. 
Referred to as “Women’s Day’, the demonstration took place on February 28, 1909 and was celebrated annually in 
the United States on the last Sunday in February untl 1913. 


Inspired by the Amencan Women’s Day, at the Second International conference of Socialist Women held in 
Copenhagen, Denmark in 1910, the German socialist leader, Clara Zetiken, presented a resolution calling for the 
designation of an International Women’s Day to recognize women’s struggles around the world, including the fight for 
universal suffrage. The resolution was passed unanimously by more than 100 delegates representing 17 countries. 
The first International Women’s Day was celebrated on March 19 the next year in Austria, Denmark, Germany and 
Switzerland. Following that, it was celebrated in other parts of the world in February or Mach and sporadically in 
North America until the end of the 1960s. 


At the end of the 1960s, interest in International Women’s Day was revived with the birth of the women’s liberation 
movement. In 1977, the United Nations adopted a resolution inviting countries to dedicate one day to celebrate the 
rights of women and international peace. March 8 became the date of recognition in many countries. Over the 
course of the years, the celebrations grew and often stretched over a week, with March 8 being the highlight. This 
year in Canada, International Women’s Week is March 6 to 12. 
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Key dates in the history 
of women’s rights in Canada 


This document is not meant to be an exhaustive review of the history of women in Canada 
but rather a starting point for a study or deeper review in this area. 


1916 ¢ Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba become the first provinces to grant women the right to vote in 
provincial elections. 
1917 % Women gain the right to vote in British Columbia and Ontario elections. 
? Women who have close relatives in the Armed Forces are given the right to vote, on behalf of their 
male relatives, in federal elections. 
1918 All women over the age of 21 who are Canadian citizens are granted the right to vote in federal 
elections. 
? Women gain the right to vote in Nova Scotia elections. 
1919 % Women gain the right to vote in New Brunswick elections. 
1921 ¢ Agnes Campbell Macphail becomes the first woman elected to the House of Commons. 
1922 2 Women gain the right to vote in Prince Edward Island elections. 


1925 2 Women aged 25 and older gain the right to vote in Newfoundland elections. 


1929 2 Following a long political and legal battle led by a group of five women, the British Privy Council 
renders a decision declaring that the term “person” in article 24 of the British North Amenica Act includes 
members of the female gender and as a result women are eligible for appointment to the Senate of 
Canada. 


1930  Cairine Reay Mackay Wilson becomes the first women named to the Senate of Canada. 


1940 Women gain the right to vote in Québec elections. 


1947 2 Canadian women who marry non-Canadians no longer lose their citizenship. 
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1948 2 The United Nations General Assembly adopts the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which proclaimed 
that “all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights”. Canada ts one of the signatories to 
the Universal Declaration. 


1951 2% Thérése F. Casgrain is elected Leader of the CCF in Québec (renamed the Social Democratic Party of 
Québec in 1955) and becomes the first woman to head a provincial political party in Canada. 


1952 2 Ontario becomes the first province to put equal pay legislation into effect. 
1955 @ Restrictions on the employment of married women in the federal public service are removed. 
1956 2 Legislation is enacted guaranteeing equal pay for equal work within federal jurisdiction. 


1957 @ Ellen Louks Fairclough becomes the first woman Secretary of State and, in 1958, Minister of Citizenship 
and Immigration. 


1960 2 Natives living on reserve are allowed to vote in federal elections without losing their registered Indian 
status. 


1967 ¢ The Royal Commission on the Status of Women (Bird Commission) is established. Its report to the 
House of Commons three years later reveals disturbing facts about discrimination against women and 
women in poverty. 


1969 2 The Crminal Code is amended so that prescribing contraceptives and handing out information on birth 
control methods as well as sexual acts between consenting adults of the same sex are no longer 
considered crimes. 


1971 $ The federal government creates the Office of the Coordinator of Status of Women. 
1972 ¢ Rosemary Brown becomes the first Black woman politician elected in Canada. 
1973 ¢ The Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of Women is created. 


1975 ¢ The United Nations declares 1975 to be the International Year of Women and holds the first World 
Conference on Women in Mexico. 


1976 ¢ The Office of the Coordinator of Status of Women becomes a federal department under the title Status 
of Women Canada with a mission to promote gender equality and ensure the full participation of 
women in economic, social, cultural and political life of the country. 


1977 Parliament adopts the Canadian Human Rights Ad, which prohibits discrimination on the grounds of sex 
in employment and services in federal jurisdiction. It also strongly reinforces the principle of equal pay 
for equal work. The Canada Labour Code is amended to provide for maternity leave of 17 weeks. 


1978 % The Canadian Human Rights Commission begins operation based on the principal that every individual 
should have an equal opportunity to live without discrimination. 
% The Canada Labour Code is amended to prohibit dismissal or lay-off because of pregnancy. 
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1982 2 The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms comes into force. 


1983 % The Canadian Human Rights Act is amended to prohibit sexual harassment and to ban discrimination on 


the basis of pregnancy and family or marital status. 
? The federal government adopts Bil! C-127 which acknowledges the notion of “spousal rape”. 


1984 ¢ Jeanne Sauvé becomes the first women Governor General. 


1985 2 Section 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms comes into effect guaranteeing equality for all 
Canadians before and under the law and equal protection and benefit of the law. 
¢ The Indian Act is amended restoring status and right to band membership to native women who had lost 
their status through marriage to a non-native one. 


1986 ¢ The Employment Equity Act is introduced, applicable to Crown corporations and federally regulated 
businesses, to correct historic and systematic discrimination against women, Aboriginal peoples, people 
with disabilities and members of visible minorities. 


1988 The Supreme Court of Canada strikes down the provisions of the Criminal Code pertaining to abortion. 
? Ethel Blondin-Andrew becomes the first Aboriginal woman elected to the House of Commons. 
¢ Sheila A. Hellstrom is the first woman to reach the rank of General in the Canadian Armed Forces. 
1989 % Audrey McLaughlin becomes the first women to lead a federal political party, the New Democratic 


Party. 


1991 Louise Fréchette becomes Canada’s first female Ambassador to the United Nations. 
? Rita Johnston becomes the first woman Provincial Premier (British Columbia). 


1992 ¢ Catherine Anne Fraser is named first woman Chief Justice of a provincial court (Alberta). 
2 The concept of consent is legally defined for the first time in amendments to the Criminal Code 


provisions on sexual assault. 
? Roberta Bondar is the first Canadian female astronaut to travel into space. 


Kim Campbell becomes the first woman to hold the job of Prime Minister of Canada. 

Catherine Callbeck becomes the first woman elected Premier of a province (Prince Edward Island). 
Sheila Copps becomes the first Deputy Prime Minister of Canada. 

Jean Augustine becomes the first Black woman elected to the House of Commons. 

The United Nations World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna reaffirms that “the fundamental 
rights of women and girls are inalienable, integral and indissociable from human rights”. Canada is an 
early signatory to the United Nations Declaration on the Ekmination of all Forms of Violence Against Women 

in 1993. 

2 At United Nations sessions on Human Rights in 1993, 1994 and 1995, Canada is successful in 
submitting resolutions to integrate the rights of women to principle mechanisms of the human rights of 


the United Nations. 


IPOS 
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1994 ¢ 


+0 


1995 


1996 ¢ 


1997 ¢ 


1998 ? 


1999 ¢ 


Following a resolution submitted by Canada, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, at its 
50® session, accepts to appoint a Special Rapporteur on violence against women. This Special 
Rapporteur will gather information on violence against women and recommend measures to eliminate 
this form of violence. Beginning in 1995, the Special Rapporteur reports on activities each year to the 
Commission on Human Rights. 


Parliament adopts a revised Employment Equity Ac which is expanded to cover the federal public service. 
Setting the Stage for the Next Century: The Federal Plan for Gender Equality is published. The Plan constitutes a 
framework for federal government action to advance women’s equality in Canada. 

The federal government adopts a policy requiring federal departments and agencies to conduct 
gender-based analysis of future policies, programs and legislation, where appropriate. 

Bill C-72 changes the Criminal Code so that intoxication is no longer accepted as a defense in cases of 
sexual assault and assault and battery. 

At the 4" United Nations World Conference on Women in Beijing, China, Canada plays a key role in 
ensuring adoption of the Platform for Action, the international program for gender equality by the 

year 2000. 


The Canadian Human Rights Act is amended to include sexual orientation as a prohibited ground of 
discrimination. 


The federal government launches the third Farmly Violence Initiative. The objectives are: 1) increase public 
awareness to the risk factors of family violence and the need for public participation to improve the 
situation; 2) improve the capacity of the penal justice system and the housing system to act on the 
problem; 3) sustain collection of data, research and evaluations with a goal to finding effective methods 
of intervention. 

At the Commission on Human Rights, the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on violence against 
women is renewed until the year 2000. 


Federal, Provincial and Territorial Ministers Responsible for the Status of Women release the Igalut 
Declaration reaffirming their commitment to ending violence against women. 

Louise Fréchette becomes the first Canadian appointed to the position of Deputy Secretary General — 
the second most important position in the United Nations. 


Beverley McLachlin becomes the first female Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada. 

The Supreme Court upholds Bil C-46 which restricts access to medial and psychiatric files of victims of 
sexual abuse. The federal law, adopted two years earlier, limits the rights of the accused in this type of 
situation. 
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Canadian women taking action 
against violence and poverty 


From coast to coast, women’s organizations are 
working to make a difference in the areas of violence 
against women and poverty — both issues have a 
major impact on the lives of many women and young 
girls in every milieux. Their work contributes to 
creating an awareness of these crucial issues among 
the general population as well as the decision-makers. 
Following is a sample of the kind of projects where 
women’s organizations are making a difference. 


ANTI-VIOLENCE INITIATIVES: 


VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND THE GIRL CHILD 


In 1998, The Alliance of Five Research Centres on 
Violence (AFRCV) completed an extensive literature 
review, focus groups and an inventory of programs to 
address violence against the girl child, and produced a 
report on its findings entitled Violence Prevention 
and the Girl Child. Building on the first phase of this 
initiative, the research centres are currently undertaking 
further work including analysis of the impact of policy 
on marginalized girls; examination of innovative 
programming for children and youth involved in 
prostitution; evaluation of selected violence prevention 
programming; development of models for the 
successful generalization of violence prevention 
programs; and development and evaluation of violence 
prevention programming in rural settings. 

For more information: 


e Web xte: www.uwo.ca/violence 


Some facts 


on violence against women in Canada 


Fact! A higher proportion of women than men are 
victims of crimes against persons, especially sexual 
assault, robbery, attempted robbery and assault." 


Fact! Half of Canadian women (51%) have been 
victims of at least one act of physical or sexual violence 
since the age of 16.” 


Fact! In 1998, over 28,952 cases of sexual offence 
were reported in Canada, including 25,493 sexual 
assaults and 3,459 other types of sexual offence (such 
as sexual touching, invitation to sexual touching, sexual 
exploitation, incest, sodomy and bestiality). Women 


made up the vast majority of victims of sexual assault 


(85%) and other types of sexual offence (75%).” 


Fact! Over 22,254 cases of spousal violence were 
reported in 1997. Women accounted for 88% of the 
victims (19,575) and men for 12% (2,679). Women 
were 8 times more likely than men to be assaulted by a 
spouse. * 


Fact! Women made up one third of the victims in the 
555 cases of homicide committed in 1998. Data on 
solved crimes (i.e., the 410 cases in which a person was 
accused) indicate that women were almost five times 
more likely to be killed by a spouse than by a stranger. ° 


e BC/Yukon Feminist Research, Education, Development & Action (FREDA) Centre: (604) 291-5197; e-mail: freda(@sfu.ca; 


Web site: www.harbour.sfu.ca/freda/ 


e RESOLVE Tr-Provincial Network (Manitoba): (204) 474-8965; e-mail herring@cc.umanitoba.ca 
e The Centre for Research on Violence Against Women and Children Ontario): (619) 661-4040, 
e-mail: nshanaha@)julian.uwo.ca; Web ste: www.uwo.ca/violence/ 


Centre de recherche interdisciplinaire sur la violence familiale et la violence faite aux femmes (Québec): 


(514) 343-6111 ext. 3757, e-mail: beaurent 


re.umontreal.ca 


e Muriel McQueen Fergusson Centre for Family Violence Research (New Brunswick): (606) 453-3595; e-mail: £yrc@unb.ca; 


Web site: woww.unb.ca/arts/CFVR/ 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN Y2K 


Making a Difference in Y2Kis an initiative about empowering anglophone and francophone youth to develop 
strategic action plans to address the issue of dating violence in their schools and to ensure that appropriate provincial 
policies and protocols are implemented in the New Brunswick school system on the issue. It has been developed by 
the Collective of Making Waves/Vague par Vague which consists of two independent dating violence initiatives 
which joined together in 1999 to further their work in dating violence prevention in New Brunswick. Its mission is to 
create a climate in the New Brunswick educational system that supports healthy relationships, and where abuse 1s not 
tolerated. 

For more information: 


@ Making Waves: Simone Leibovitch (506) 648-0481; e-mazl: candlewd@nb.sympatico.ca 
© Vague par Vague: Carole F-Comeau (506) 849-2110; e-masl: fda@nb.sympatico.ca 


PARTNERING TO COORDINATE A METRO RESPONSE TO SEXUAL ASSAULT 


In 1998-99, the Avalon Sexual Assault Centre worked in cooperation with the Halifax Regional Police and the Nova 
Scotia Prosecution Services to research what had been done in other jurisdictions in the area of sexual assault policies 
and protocols. After having identified concerns and potential solutions, they worked cooperatively with all partners to 
develop a long term action plan to address the identified gaps and barriers and ultimately to provide more coordinated 
response to sexual assault cases in Nova Scotia. 

For more information: 

e Avalon Sexual Assault Centre (902) 422-4240; e-mail: avaloncentre@ns.sympatico.ca 


WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES, DEAF WOMEN AND THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COURTS 


Since its inception in 1978, Education Wife Assault (EWA) has been the backbone of education and information for 
anti-violence prevention in Ontario. Its mandate is to inform and educate the communities in Ontario about the issue of 
wife assault/woman abuse and its impact on children in order to decrease the incidence of physical, psychological, 
emotional and sexual violence against women and the effect that woman abuse has on children. In partnership with the 
Roeher Institute, EWA developed and implemented, in 1998-1999, informaton sessions for judges and training sessions 
on Women with Disabilities, Deaf Women and the Domestic Violence Courts to Crown Attorneys, Police, 
Victm/Witness Assistance Program Staff, community agencies and organizations working with women with disabilities 
who are victms of domestic violence. For this initiative, the organization has developed a participant manual, facilitator 
manual and training plan, a "tool kit" for participants and a directory of services in the seven cities where domestic 
violence courts are located. The directory is available on the EWA Web site. 

For more information: 


e Education Wife Assault: (416) 968-3422; e-masl: info@womanabuseprevention.com; 
Web site: www.womanabuseprevention.com 


OUT OF THE SHADOW INTO THE LIGHT 


Out from the shadows and into the Light 1s an initiative that grew out of the International Summit of Sexually 
Exploited Youth held tn Victoria, British Columbia, in March 1998. Launched in May 1999, it aims to address the 
commercial sexual exploitation of girls and boys by increasing public awareness of the realities of the problems facing 
these young people, primarily girls, by assisting them in leaving the sex trade and by deterring other youth from 
entering the sex trade. This initiative has been developed by Save the Children - Canada, a non profit organization 
who began its operation in 1921 and works to protect children against neglect, exploitation and cruelty. 
For more information: 
e Save the Children — Canada: 1-800-325-6873 or (604) 437-5881; e-mail: scc-bc@direct.ca; 

Web site: www.savethechildren.ca 
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ANTI-POVERTY INITIATIVES: 


TRANSITION 50 


Transition 501s a national initiative aimed at improving 


the economic independence of, and social justice for, 


women 48 to 60 years of age. Transition 50 attempts to 


heighten awareness within women's groups about the 
various issues facing women in this age group and to 
encourage them to incorporate these issues into their 
action programs. A national conference on the issues 
facing women in their fifties will also be held in 


Montréal in spring 2001. This project is an initiative of 
Nouveau Départ National Inc., which was founded in 


1977 with a mandate to promote the reintegration of 
middle-aged women. Nouveau Départ has 17 member 
groups in Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Ontario, 


Some facts 


on women and poverty in Canada 


Fact! Women face a significantly higher risk of 
poverty than men. In 1997, the poverty rate for 
women was 18.3%, the rate for men was 14.3% 
and the ratio between sexes was 1.28.° 


Fact! Most of the differences between the sexes 
can be explained by the high poverty rates of three 
family types: single women under 65, single 
women 65 and older, and single mothers under 65 
with children under 18. ° 


Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia, and the 
Yukon. 

For more information: 

e Nouveau Départ National Inc.: (514) 866-0416; 


e-mail: nouveaudepart@videotron.ca; 
Web site: www.nouveaudepart. org (starting March 8) 


Fact! In 1997, the poverty rate for single women 
under 65 was 38.5%, compared to 33.4% for 
single men under 65. For single seniors, the 
poverty rates were 42% for women and 27.2% for 
men. Single mothers with children under 18 had a 


poverty rate of 57.1%.° 


Fact! In 1997, average earning in current and 
constant dollars was $30,915 for a full-year, 
full-time female worker as opposed to $42,626 for 
a full-year, full-trme male worker. The ratio 
between the sexes was 72.5%.’ 


DEVELOPING ACTIONS TOWARDS MEANINGFUL 
EMPLOYMENT (DAME) 


DAME is a new initiative of Women’s Network PEI 
to develop a process involving government 
representatives and women’s organizations working in 

P a 2 Fact! In 1998, female employees earned an 


collaboration to address the economic inequality of £ 7 doll ab 
women living in PEI. It intends to review the current pba 3 a ee ey 


services available to women through Human Resources eae 
Development Canada (PEI) and to identify whether or 
not women’s issues are taken into consideration during 
the development, delivery and implementation of 
employment services. Women from visible minority 
communities, single mothers, women living with mental 
health challenges and physical disabilities, those living in 
poverty and women from Aboriginal communities in 
Prince Edward Island are the primary groups targeted by 
this project. 

For more information: 


e Women’s Network PEI: (902) 368-5040; e-mail: wnpei@isn.net; Web site: www.wnpei.org/ 


Fact! In 1998, more women than men worked for 
minimum wage. In the first quarter of the year, 
68% of 25 to 54 year old minimum wage workers 
were women. Also, 80,000 women aged 35 to 54 
received no more than the minimum wage, 
compared to 33,000 men in the same age group.” 
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L’ ENTREPRENEURSHIP AU FEMININ 


Above all, L’Entrepreneurship au féminin aims to improve women's economic well-being. Through many initiatives, 
such as the establishment of a fund to facilitate access to credit and risk capital, it aims to promote the development of 
entrepreneurial spirit among women, particularly those living in rural areas, as well as to assist them with starting up their 
own businesses. This initiative was launched in 1998-1999 by the Association féminine d’éducation et d’action 
sociale (AFEAS) in collaboration with the Réseau des sociétés d’aide au développement des collectivités, the financial 
community, and various federal bodies. AFEAS was founded at the end of the 1960s to reorganize Québec associations 
interested in promoting women’s equality and improving society. 

For more information: 

e AFEAS: (6614) 251-1636; e-mail: girard. AFEAS@sympatico.ca; Web stte: www.afeas.qc.ca 


WOMEN’S ECONOMIC LIBERATION 


Women’s Economic Liberation aims to enhance the economic autonomy of immigrant, refugee and visible minority 
women in Saskatchewan. It strives to bring institutional and policy change by identifying policies, programs and services 
of governmental and non-governmental institutions that pose barriers to these women in recetving training and 
development to secure jobs that befit their qualifications and experience; and recommending desired changes to address 
these barriers. This project which started in 1998 is an initiative of Immigrant, Refugee and Visible Minority 
Women (IRVMW) of Saskatchewan Inc., a voluntary provincial umbrella organization. Their main purpose ts to 
provide a forum for its membership to voice their concerns, and to advocate for better programs and services for these 
women in order to achieve their full potential and to facilitate their equal participation in the social, economic and 
political life of Canada. For more information: 

e IRVMW of Saskatchewan Inc.: (306) 359-6523; e-mail: irymwomsask@sk.sympatico.ca 


INSTITUTIONAL CHANGE THROUGH THE BUSINESS INCUBATION CENTRE 


Women’s Economic and Business Solutions (WEBS) started a three-year initiative in 1998 to engage the public and 
private sector in discussion and action regarding situational variables and systemic barriers which prevent successful 
micro-enterprises of women, particularly when they come from an economically depressed area. WEBS works to 
highlight the potential for recruitment for micro-enterprises development within non-traditional communities such as 
women in prostitution, retired women, incarcerated women and women with disabilities, where women face so many 
barners that business development is often not even considered. It also tries to attract post-secondary students from 
faculties that have traditionally not been in close contact with low-income women for work placements. This initiative 
allows WEBS to document the creation and sustaining of at least 20 micro-enterprises by low-income women, leading to 
economic growth and autonomy for these women. 

For more information: 

e WEBS: (780) 479-4196; e-mazl: mrenaud@telusplanet.net 


Sources 
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Suggested activities to celebrate 
International Women’s Day/Week 2000 


Following is a list of suggestions to help you organize an activity to highlight International Women’s Day/Week. 


In order to ensure the success of your event, make sure to choose an event that suits your audience’s interests and 
concerns. 


YOU COULD ORGANIZE: 


? 


A discussion relating to the theme for International Women’s Day/Week or to the concerns of the women in your 
community, your co-workers, students at your school. The topics could include: 


? poverty ? employment and pay equity 

? violence against women ? sharing power and decision-making 

? self esteem 2 strategies to introduce change 

? portrayal of women in the media ? legal questions 

? stereotyping and socio-sexual roles ? feminism 

? equal nights ? gender relations 

? women’s struggles ? women’s health issues 

? challenges of work and family ? of issues of particular interest to Aboriginal 
? education and training for women women, lesbians, senior women, women with 
2 career choices disabilities, immigrant women, or women 

? women and science members of visible minority groups 

2 women in non-traditional roles 


A conference or round table with guest speakers to discuss issues relating to the status of women. Members of 
the panel could be affiliated with an organization fighting for women’s rights. 


A brunch, a newsmaker lunch or a community dinner with your colleagues, neighbours or friends, on general 
issues of interest to women (see above list). 


An information fair with kiosks to distribute pamphlets and other material such as the material prepared by 
Status of Women Canada (SWC) for International Women’s Day/Week. 


A photo or art exhibit in your work or school cafeteria, the public library, etc., featuring works created by 
women. Invite women’s organizations to attend the activity. 


A quiz or contest on the history of the struggle for women’s rights in Canada. 


A show, concert or play relating to the theme for International Women’s Day/Week and donate the profits to a 
local organization working for women in your community. 
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YOU COULD ALSO: 


? Highlight the special leadership qualities, contributions, achievements, progress or volunteer work of co- 
workers or members of your community working for women’s equality (give a prize, write an article about 
them, or invite them to speak about their activities). 


? Interview women in your organization or your community who work in a non-traditional job or who have key 
responsibilities. 


? Invite women from several generations to share their personal experiences. 


? Present a film or video on issues relating to women (see list of suggested films on the following pages) followed 
by a discussion. It may be helpful to have the discussion moderated by a special resource person. You could 
also invite a guest speaker to make a presentation followed by a question and answer period. 


? Produce a promotional poster on International Women’s Day/Week and post it on bulletin boards or on the walls 
in your office or school. 


? Prepare and send out an e-mail message or bulletin in your organization. 


? Write an article on International Women’s Day/Week for your organization’s newsletter or in a special publication 
dedicated to women. 


? Write an Op-Ed piece and submit it for publication in your local newspaper or school paper. 


? In your classroom, ask students to do search for information on the contributions of women’s work in 
Canadian society. Turn it into a composition, a poem, a book report, a speech or research paper. 


? Runa contest for photos, drawings, sculptures or other art on the theme “Canadian Women Taking Action 
to Make a Difference!”. 


? Copy the information sheets produced by SWC for International Women’s Day/ Week and distribute them 
free of charge to as many people as possible. 


? Visit the “Calendar of Events” sections on SWC’s Web site to find out what activities are happening across the 
country to celebrate International Women’s Day/ Week. 


The dreams and realities of women have no limits! 
Use your imagination to celebrate International Women’s Day/Week 2000! 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Status of Women Canada (SWC) 
350 Albert Street, 5" floor 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1C3 
Telephone: (613) 995-7835; TDD: (613) 996-1322; Fax : (613) 943-2386 
Web site: www.swe-cfc.gc.ca/twd/index.html 
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: Film suggestions | 
g 


The following 1s a selection of films on issues of concern to women taken from the more extensive catalogue of the 
National Film Board (NFB). 


Many of the NFB films are available through your local public library as well as a number of sales outlets across the 
country. Check the NFB collection on their Web site at www.nfb.ca/E/4/5. You can also order videos directly 
from the NFB by calling their toll free number 1-800-267-7710 or (514) 283-9900 (Montreal region only). 


ROSIES OF THE NORTH 

(1999, 46 min 30 sec) 

Abstract: 
They raised children, baked cakes... and built world-class fighter planes. Sixty years ago, thousands of 
women from Thunder Bay and the Prairies donned trousers, packed lunch pails and took up rivet guns to 
participate in the greatest industrial war effort in Canadian history. Like many other factories across the 
country from 1939 to 1945, the shop floor at Fort William's Canadian Car and Foundry was transformed 
from an all male workforce to one with forty percent female workers. Rosies of the North traces the story 
of a group of women whose lives were changed by their experiences. They describe with wit and humor 
their role in the production of the Hurricane and Helldiver fighter planes. The film also tells the remarkable 
story of Elsie MacGill, Chief Aeronautical Engineer at Canadian Car and Foundry, the first woman in 
Canada to graduate with an engineering degree and the first woman in the world to design an airplane. 


BEHIND CLOSED DOORs: A MULTICULTURAL DOCUMENTARY ON FAMILY VIOLENCE 

(1998, 23 min 15 sec) 

Abstract: 
In their own languages, three women, from different ethnic and cultural backgrounds discuss how violence 
has affected them and their children. Their courageous stories reflect on cultural barriers to seeking help, 
personal turning points, and how they survived and started new lives for themselves and their families. A 
user's guide accompanies the film. English, Spanish and Punjabi with English subtitles. 


AN UNTIDY PACKAGE 
(1997, 47 min 36 sec) 


Abstract: 
The 1992 cod fishing moratorium threw nearly 35,000 Newfoundlanders out of work. It was the biggest 


single layoff in Canadian history and nearly a third of the workers affected were women. In An Untidy 
Package we meet five women from small coastal communities whose lives were irrevocably changed by the 
death of the cod fishery. Many feel as though their lives have been placed on hold, and the pressure ts on to 
readjust and relocate. But job prospects are not good elsewhere, and their ties to their communities are 
powerful. Some women who spent years in the fishery are considered ineligible for the federal government's 
TAGS compensation program. Others find that the money they receive is barely enough to make ends 
meet. And all of them would prefer to work for a paycheck. The women featured in the film represent 
communities under siege--and their stories illustrate the legacy of downsizing and job cuts across the 


country. 
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THE DOUBLE SHIFT 

(1997, 46 min 04 sec) 

Abstract: 
How can women obtain equal opportunity, equal pay and a chance to have a family and a career without 
bearing an unequal share of the work? 


THE POWER GAME 

(1997, 45 min 48 sec) 

Abstract: 
Historically, a woman's route to power involved an alliance with a powerful male. Now that women are 
seeking to wield power directly, will the rules of the game change? 


YOU CAN’T BEAT A WOMAN 

(1997, 95 min 37 sec) 

Abstract: 
A documentary with a punch, You Can't Beat a Woman delves into violence against women, journeying to 
six very different countries. In segments shot in Canada, Russia, Israel, South Africa, Chile and Japan, 
women survive their violent relationships with men. Reclaiming their lives from experiences of rape, incest 
and verbal and physical abuse, they search for sources of healing. Sometimes shocking, sometimes uplifting, 
the film presents a provocative perspective on the universal issue of women's human rights. 


CHARTING NEW WATERS: RESPONDING TO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES 

(1996, 38 min) 

Abstract: 
Charting New Waters is a video and study guide about violence against women with disabilities. The video 
includes interviews with criminal justice personnel and disability advocates as well as three dramatic 
scenarios. It can be used as a tool for teaching caregivers, social workers, advocates and criminal justice 
personnel how to respond to this issue in a way that is sensitive and innovative. (French title: Une nouvelle 
carttographie : comment répondre a Ia violence faite aux femmes handicapées) 


WHEN WOMEN KILL 

(1996, 47 min 58 sec) 

Abstract: 
What would make an ordinary woman kill her husband? This powerful documentary is about three battered 
women who, after years of violence, kill their abusers. These women killed when they felt they had no other 
options: the police and the courts did not protect them, and society failed to take them seriously. When 
Women Kill challenges the legal system to confront the systemic and widespread violence that men inflict 
daily on the home front. (French tithe: Ces femmes qui tuent) 


FOR ANGELA 

(1994, 24 min 40 sec) 

Abstract: 
A dramatic story of racism and empowerment, inspired by the experience of Rhonda Gordon and her 
daughter, Angela. A bus ride changed their lives in a way no one could have foreseen. When three boys 
harass Rhonda and Angela, Rhonda finds the courage and determination to take a unique and powerful 
stand against ignorance and prejudice. A great discussion starter on racism and its impact. Teacher's Guide 
included. (French title: Pour Angela...) 
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WOMEN AND WORK SERIES 

(1993, 100 min 35 sec) 

Abstract: 
A set of four videos that calls for change in the workplace, challenges traditional attitudes and stimulates 
debate. Titles include: 1) The Glass Ceiling - Whether in the public service or on the shop floor, 
discrimination against women is taking on increasingly subtle forms. The Glass Ceiling presents five 
women from a variety of backgrounds who must use strategy, humor and determination daily in an effort to 
attain equality in the workplace (27min 30 sec). 2) A Balancing Act. - An inside look at the positive impact 
of structural change in the workplace — flex time, satellite offices, job sharing and telecommuting are 
changes designed to help working people, especially parents, strike a healthier balance between family life 
and work, and to increase job performance and productivity in the workplace (23 min 42 sec). 3) A Web 
Not a Ladder - Profiles of six businesswomen who, despite financial constraints and barriers of sexism, 
racism and ageism, are determined to do business their way (23 min 55 sec). 4) Careers to Discover - 
Featuring advice and inspiration from five women scientists, this video encourages girls at the secondary 
level to continue their studies in math and science and provides the facts they need to make an informed 
choice about the future (25 min 28 sec). (French title: Série Femmes et travail) 


BRIDGING THE RIVER OF SILENCE 

(1991, 65 min) 

Abstract: 
A film that tells the personal stories of three women who have suffered abuse from their partners. The 
production illustrates comprehensively the unique interagency intervention model used in cases of wife 
abuse in Renfrew, Ontario. One woman's story becomes the dramatic focus as she prepares for the trial of 
her abusive husband. The film is forthright, candid and emotional. (French title: Un pont sur ’abime du 
silence) 


FIRES OF TRANSFORMATION 

(1991, 60 min) 

Abstract: 
This production is about a unique women's theatre troupe called VOICE (Violence Overcome In Creative 
Ensemble). Its members have collectively written and performed a play based on their experiences as 
survivors of wife assault and other forms of violence against women and children. Their play reflects the 
women's harrowing journey from lives ruled by violence through the healing process of overcoming that 
violence both individually and within the sisterhoods in women's shelters. The production chronicles 


VOICE's 1990 National Tour. 


Health Canada’s National Clearinghouse on Family Violence also offers a selection of videos dealing with the 
problem of violence against women. For a copy of their catalogue, call 1-800-267-1291 or (613) 957-2938. You can 


also consult their Web site at www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hppb/familyviolence /bilingual.htm. 


Vidéo Femmes offers a selection of video on women’s issues produced by women. You can visit their Web site at 


www.clic.net/~videofem/index.html. For more information on renting their videos, you can contact 


Vidéo Femmes by telephone at (418) 529-9188, fax at (418) 648-9201 or e-mail at videofem@gbc.clic.net. 
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List of publications available 


from Status of Women Canada 
pecr write, Set) bic Mam yardiethe Soles cle 6th eR ee Sane 


The following material is available, free of charge, in both official languages, on request from Status of Women 
Canada (see address on cover sheet). Some publications are also available on our Web site at 


www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/pube.html. 


GENERAL INFORMATION: 


2 National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women 
(November 1999) - A series of information sheets on violence against women in honour of the National Day of 
Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women, December 6, 1999. # 99-G-009 


? Guide to Federal Government Programs and Services for Women 1999-2000 
The Guide to Federal Programs and Services for Women contains brief descriptions of a variety of initiatives 
that are currently available to help improve the status of women and children in Canada. Included are initiatives 
available both to individual women and to organizations which work with women. Each description lists basic 
information as well as key contacts and Internet addresses for additional information. # 99-G-005 


GENDER EQUALITY: 


? Analyse Gender-Based Analysis: A Guide for Policy-Making 
(September 1998, 30 p.) - In 1995, the federal government adopted a policy requiring federal departments and 
agencies to conduct gender-based analysis of future policies, programs and legislation, where appropriate. The 
guide is a “hands-on” working document developed by Status of Women Canada to assist in the implementation 
of this policy. This document is also available in an audiocassette version. # 96-L-001 


? A Setting the Stage for the Next Century: The Federal Plan for Gender Equality 
(August 1995, 83 p.) - The Federal Plan is the Government of Canada’s blueprint for gender equality for the 
coming years. It is both a statement of specific commitments and a framework for the future, representing the 
concerted effort of 24 federal departments and agencies, spearheaded by Status of Women Canada. This 
document is also available in an audiocassette version. # 95-L-001 


ECONOMIC EQUALITY: 


? Women and the Economy: Long-Term Policy Research Issues 
M. Townson (March 1997, 9 p.) - This research report discusses how long-term policy research questions relating 
to women and the economy must recognize the inter-connection between social, economic and political 
developments. # 97-E-001 
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? Reforming the Canada Pension Plan: The Implications for Women 
M. Townson (November 1995, 38 p.) - This paper reviews some of the history of the CPP, examines some of the 
myths and misconceptions about the CPP and discusses the importance of the CPP for women. Proposed 
reforms, with particular emphasis on their potential impact on women are outlined, and ways in which the CPP 
might be strengthened are suggested. # 96-E-001 


¢ Toward a Framework for Evaluating the Policy Implications of Unpaid Work 
(October 1995, 13 p.) - This paper raises some policy questions, and proposes some criteria with which to 
evaluate existing and emerging unpaid work policies. A proposal to develop common gender-based principles 
that could guide governments and decision-makers in assessing unpaid work policies is included. # 95-E-001 


The following documents are published by Status of Women Canada’s Policy Research Fund which was instituted 
in 1996 to support independent, nationally relevant policy research. 


? Enabling Income: CPP Disability Benefits and Women with Disabilities 
T. Doe and S. Kimpson (October 1999, 94 p.) - The Canada Pension Plan (CPP) was originally designed to 
replace a portion of lost income at retirement or disablement. This research develops alternate pension policies 
that would distribute resources equitably and respond to changing circumstances such as fluctuating health and 
ability to work. Women with disabilities were interviewed in groups, and CPP administrators were consulted to 
develop recommendations to "enable income". # 99-S-002 


+0 


Gender Equality Indicators: Public Concern and Public Policies 

(January 1999, 202 p.) - The Gender Equality Indicators (GET) Symposium held in March 1998 provided a 
precedent-setting opportunity for those working in the social indicators field to focus on gender, and share their 
experiences on incorporating women's realities in the measurement of social and economic well-being. This 
publication contains the speeches and the background papers that were designed to highlight the four themes: 

1) gender equality indicators and gender-based analysis; 2) paradigms implicit in social and economic indicators; 
3) “best practices” for developing, disseminating, and using gender equality indicators; 4) technical problems and 
data gaps confronting GEI development. The publication also contains the summaries of the outcomes of 
discussion in the related workshops. # 98-S-017 


? Unpaid Work and Macroeconomics: New Discussions, New Tools for Action 
I. Bakker (August 1998, 38 p.) - This research paper examines the links between unpaid work and the 
macroeconomy and what the consequences of these links are for policy makers. These new understandings are 
part of a relatively recent effort by feminist economists to develop new tools for policy makers and gender equity 
advocates. # 98-S-015 


9 Access to Justice for Sexual Harassment Victims: The Impact of Béliveau St-Jacques on Female 


Workers' Rights to Damages neg yard 
K. Lippel and D. Demers (March 1998, 46 p.) - This report examines the implications of the Supreme Court's 
decision in BéLveau v. St-Jacques for women victims of sexual harassment as well as the next steps and political 


action to be taken to follow up on the issue. # 98-S-013 


? Who will be Responsible for Providing Care? The Impact of the Shift to Ambulatory Care and of Social 


Economy Policies on Quebec Women cin am ; é . 7 
D. Cété, F. Saillant, M. Tremblay, N. Guberman and Association Féminine d'Education et d'Action Sociale 
(AFEAS) (March 1998, 120 p.) - This report documents and analyzes the impact on women of the shift toward 
ambulatory care and the social economy measures currently being implemented throughout Quebec. # 98-S-012 
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+0 


Family Mediation in Canada: Implications for Women's Equality 

S. A. Goundry, Y. Peters and R. Currie, Equality Matters! Consulting (March 1998, 168 p.) - This report 
examines the design and delivery of alternate dispute resolution services and practices in Canada from a critical 
feminist perspective, with a specific focus on mediation services. Included are recommendations to assist policy- 
makers, administrators, service providers and women's advocates working to ensure that the design and delivery 
of alternate dispute resolution services respect women's equality rights and their concomitant right to access to 
substantive justice. # 98-S-010 


? The Impact of Block Funding on Women with Disabilities 
S. Masuda, DAWN Canada (March 1998, 47 p.) - This report, based on discussions with women with disabilities 
in focus groups in every province and territory in Canada, shows that the changes under the CHST have had a 
profound negative impact on the lives of women with disabilities. This report is also available in an audio 
cassette or braille version. # 98-S-009 


+0 


A Complex Web: Access to Justice for Abused Immigrant Women in New Brunswick 

B. Miedema and S. Wachholz (March 1998, 53 p.) - This report identifies, from the perspective of immigrant 
women, a set of realistic policy actions and services to make the criminal justice system and justice-related 
services more accessible for abused immigrant women. # 98-S-007 


? Aboriginal Women in Canada: Strategic Research Directions for Policy Development 
M. Dion Stout, G.D. Kipling (March 1998, 40 p.) - This document includes a 10-year retrospective analysis of 
the policy-oriented literature on Aboriginal women, highlighting those areas in greatest need of further research 
and documentation and an integrated policy agenda in which Aboriginal women’s role as key change agents 
moves them beyond their homes and communities. # 98-S-003 


? Finding Data on Women: A Guide to Major Sources at Statistics Canada 
(March 1998, 162 p.) - This reference guide presents information on how and where to find data and statistics on 
a wide range of economic, social and legal issues related to gender equality at Statistics Canada. This guide does 
not present any data or statistics per se. # 98-S-002 


+0 


Spousal Violence in Custody and Access Disputes: Recommendations for Reform 

N.M.C. Bala, L.D. Bertrand, J.J. Paetsch, B.M. Knoppers, J.P. Hornick, J.-F. Noél, L. Boudreau and S.W. Miklas 
(March 1998, 82 p.) - This report considers many aspects of spousal and domestic violence, and discusses both 
legislative and social programming policy recommendations. # 98-S-001 


FOR MORE PUBLICATIONS OR BOOKS ON WOMEN’S ISSUES, YOU CAN ALSO VISIT: 


? The Florence Bird Memorial Library of Status of Women Canada (SWC) 
Status of Women Canada’s library provides access to information on women for policy and research purposes. 
The library includes a collection of 20,000 documents in a wide range of formats. It provides reference services, 
interlibrary loans and on-site consultation. On-site consultations are available by appointment only on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. (for appointment, call 613-995-4008). The Library is wheelchair accessible. 


? The National Clearinghouse on Family Violence (NCFV) 
Health Canada’s Clearinghouse offers articles, pamphlets, reports and information kits on issues related to domestic 
violence. Telephone: 1-800-267-1291 or (613) 957-2938; TYY: 1-800-561-5643 or (613) 952-6396; 


Fax: (613) 941-8930; Web site: www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hppb/familyviolence/bilingual.htm. 
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Evaluation and comments 


To help us with planning for Intemational Women’s Day/Week next year, Status of Women Canada (SWC) would like your 
comments on the theme, the activities and the material produced for this year. Please detach this evaluation form, complete it 
and retum it to the following address: 


Status of Women Canada (SWC) 
Communications Directorate 
350 Albert Street 5% floor 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1iA 1C3 
Fax: (613) 943-2386 


This document is also available on our Web site at the following address: www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/iwd/index.html. 


1) Tell us about yourself (Choose one as appropriate) 


Q) Women’s organization Q) Federal government/national institution 

QO Aboriginal organization Q Provincial /territorial government/ institution 
Q) Ethnocultural organization/group Q) Professional association or corporation 

Q) Youth organization Q) Business association/private sector 

Q) Seniors organization Q) Labour organization 

QO) Men’s organization QC) Other (specify) 


Q) Health centre, hospital, etc. 
Q) School, Cégep, college, university 


2) Where do you live? (check one) 


QQ) Newfoundland Q) Ontario Q) British Colombia 

QO) Prince Edward Island Q) Manitoba Q Yukon 

Q) New Brunswick () Saskatchewan Q) Northwest Territories 
Q) Nova Scotia CQ) Alberta Q) Nunavut 

O Québec 


3) How did you hear about the theme and material produced by Status of Women Canada (SWC) for 
International Women’s Day/Week 2000? (Check as many as relevant) 


Q) Not applicable/didn’t know about it Q) Television 
QO) National newspaper Q) Radio 
QO Local/community newspaper QC) Employer/teacher 
O) E-mail message from Status of Women Canada QO) Community organization 
QO) Status of Women Canada Web site OQ By mail 
Q) Link from another Web site to SWC’s Web site. OQ) By fax 
Which one? OQ Word-of-mouth 
Q) Other 
4) Did you use the theme proposed by Status of Women Canada (SWC) (Canadian Women Taking Action to 
Make a Difference!)? 
QO Yes Q) No 


If not, why not? 
RE a TPO 
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5) Did you use the material produced by Status of Women Canada (SWC)? 


QO) Yes OQ) No Q Not applicable 
If not, why not? 
If yes, which did you use? 
Q Information kit 
OQ. What is International Women’s Day? OQ) SWC e-mail (for managers of federal government 
OQ) When did it start? (History of International Women’s Day) departments) 
Q) Key dates in the history of women’s rights in Canada QO) News release 
OQ) Canadian women taking action against violence and poverty QO) Calendar of activities SWC Web site) 
(Profiles of projects) Q) Other information from SWC Web 


O) Suggested activities to celebrate IWD/IWW 2000 
QO) Film suggestions 
Q) List of pubkcations available from SWC 


6) Any comments on the theme suggested and the material produced by Status of Women Canada for 
International Women’s Day/Week 2000? 


7) Did you organize an activity to highlight International Women’s Day/Week? 


QO) Yes Q) No Q) Not applicable 
If yes, what kind of activity did you organize? (Check as many as apphcabk) 

Q) March, rally, demonstration Q) Discussion group/workshop 

Q) Audio-visual or film presentation QO) Conference 

Q) Distribution of material Q) Writing and/or publishing an article 
Q) Poetry or other readings QO Photo, drawing or painting contest 
QO) Concert/show/play Q) Art exhibit 

Q) Information kiosk QO) Other 


Q) Fundraising event 
Q) Round table/public session 


8) Do you have a suggestion for a theme for International Women’s Day/Week 2001? 


9) Do you have any suggestions for activities or material you would like to see produced by Status of 
Women Canada (SWC) for International Women’s Day/Week 2001? 


10) Ideally, when would you like to hear about the theme suggested by Status of Women Canada for 
International Women’s Day/Week 2001? 
Q November 2000 Q December 2000 Q January 2001 Q February 2001 


11) Ideally, when would you like to receive the material produced by Status of Women Canada for 
International Women’s Day/Week 2001? 
Q November 2000 Q December 2000 Q January 2001 Q February 2001 


OTHER COMMENTS 


Thank you! 
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